BMFA Mids Area meeting Minutes,  Jan14th  via Zoom @1930hrs
· Present

C Bernard (Blue Sky), J Sidsaff (Heanor), S Mason (Bournestormers), J Collister (Scarcliffe), M Travers (Greenacres), P Morris (Warwick), R Terry (Marston Green), G Smith (Birmingham MAC), J Morton (observer), A Clayton (Damsbrook)

· Apols

T Black (treasurer)

· Matters arising from December meeting

Use of websites – following Mids Area raising the issues found at the Area Council, BMFA have decided  sufficient 'detailed' guidance is available via the BMFA website.  Stated that C Bradbury to look at making the information more accessible to members with less IT skills.

Looked at 'extensive guidance' on BMFA website, clearly not 'extensive', lacks depth and detail.

JC to write to C Bradbury asking what progress has been made so far.

Club/BMFA engagement – on meeting agenda

Tiny Whoop event – on agenda

· Funding requests

None received, 

R Terry informed meeting Marston Green are looking into running a 'community' event to include local schools.  Asked how funding can be requested, JC to send copy of grant request form.  These community inclusion type events are exactly what's needed to promote the hobby outside of the current membership.

Greenacres are hopeful that their arrangement with the local council for use of the flying site may be renegotiated and the club be allowed to fly there again.  In that case the usual Fly Ins might recommence.

· Area Council agenda

Pro rate membership fees up for discussion at AC meeting.  Discussed merits of rolling membership and shortcomings of software used by BMFA. Been told the payment method used by BMFA can not support pro rata payments. Already rolling membership arrangement in place.

Meeting requested that Area delegate vote against pro rate.

Getting reports from the BMFA portal regarding who is a current member of BMFA not an obvious process,  SM to provide link on how to find the current club membership status.

https://youtu.be/uN64rDV_koQ 

· IONOS email provider issues

Finally we seem to have had a breakthrough!!

Big thanks to Chairman Colin who investigated and identified the issues preventing us from emailing to Gmail accounts.

AS needed considerable prodding to get any response but appears to have finally made the changes required. 

Proposal is that the minutes of this meeting be sent using IONOS, all attendees asked to respond confirming receipt, mix of email providers including some Gmail accounts.

· Tiny Whoop racing event

CB has asked AS several times for information regarding the basis upon which the BMFA sims were to be taken to the TW race event.  AS been asked several times, no response.

TW organiser said deadline for decision was 10th Jan, JC informed him meeting wasn't until 14th so unable to make a decision.  Nothing forthcoming from BMFA, decision to leave until further contact from TW and from BMFA.

· Impact and implications of the recent CAA letter

Two issues, firstly CAA letter regarding remote ID of drones causing significant concern amongst members, letter did not state anywhere that model planes flying at BMFA sites would not be required to have remote ID devices fitted.  BMFA have said both on BMFA Facebook group and in BMFA News that the probable outcome is basically no change but many members do not read the BMFA News and also are not members of any Facebook groups. 

Flyer ID and RCC renewal dates, biggest gap seen so far is the RCC expiring just over 4 years before the Flyer ID. Possibility that some members could be flying with a current Flyer ID but not a current RCC.  Legality not clear, BMFA have been asked what is in place to prevent this happening.  DM confirmed that members holding RCC will get 30 and 7 day reminders with another on the day of expiry.  Not the clubs responsibility to check but many clubs will want to monitor RCC status.

· Raising Mids Area profile

Discussed lack of engagement with clubs, in the past we have identified that BMFA emails often do not get beyond the club secretary.

Intention is that Mids Area will be able to email all Mids Area club members directly.  Those not receiving the information from their club secretaries will not only get the info, they may even ask their club secretary why it wasn't circulated.

SM to arrange a Zoom meeting with Stuart Willis who will show us how to send emails to all members at once.

We have found that there is a general lack of understanding and understanding of what the Area committee does and what it can do.  If this is the case in the Mids Area it is more than likely a similar situation in other Areas.  The Area Council exists to discuss issues that affect BMFA Areas.

JC to write discussion proposal for the Area Council in order to get them to discuss the matter and hopefully look at possible ways to raise the profile and awareness of the BMFA Areas.

· Achievement scheme update
Following unfortunate postponement of Examiner training day last Autumn (shocking weather) Marston Green club have again offered the Mids Area the use of their facilities, dates are 21/22March.  JC to get on with arrangements, thanks again to Rob and Marston Green club.

Vote on membership of ASRC upcoming, JC applied for one of the vacant positions.  

· AOB
J Sidsaff mentioned problems with poor organisation at one of his clubs, while committee sympathetic, the running of clubs is not something the BMFA would involve themselves in.
